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HPFBC Position on the Sanctity Marriage 
 
The church of the Lord Jesus Christ is not subject to the changing norms and values of human society but to 
the authority of Christ according to Scripture. Thus, we appeal to our understanding of Scripture as the basis 
for the following position on the Sanctity of marriage. Marriage is not, as some suppose, the product of human 
social evolution. God himself designed the institution of marriage as part of His perfect work of creating the 
heavens and the earth (Genesis 1:26-28; 2:4-25). Therefore, neither the definition of marriage nor the 
appropriate practice of its rites is subject to revision by human governments, cultural or societal forces, or any 
other human invention. Rather, all people have a moral obligation to understand and honor marriage as it is 
defined and designed by God, as revealed in Scripture (Hebrews 13:4).  
 
According to Scripture, God’s design for marriage is that it be a covenant union between one man and one 
woman. Mankind was purposefully and wisely created as “male” and “female” (Gen. 1:26-27). The first female 
(woman) was created by God for the specific purpose of providing a partner and companion of equal dignity 
and worth who can be a helper to the first male (man) as they live together in obedience to God’s commands. 
This first gender-specific, monogamous relationship is the pattern for all marriage (Gen. 2:18-25). Any so-
called marriage union that violates the principles of gender-specificity or monogamy is a violation of God’s 
design for marriage. Therefore, homosexual relationships and any form of polygamy or polyamory are not 
legitimate marriage relationships according to Scripture 
 
According to Scripture, God’s design for marriage is that it be a covenant that lasts as long as both partners are 
living. Following the pattern of the first man and the first woman, marriage is said to be a union in which two 
become “one flesh” (Gen. 2:24). Recognizing the design of God that the marriage union be unbreakable in life, 
Jesus says, “They are no longer two but one flesh. What therefore God has joined together, let no man 
separate” (Matt. 19:6). Thus, divorce never represents God’s ideal, even in the instances where it is 
scripturally permitted because of the presence of sin in the world (Matt. 5:32, 19:9; 1 Cor. 7:15). 
 
According to Scripture, the covenant union of biblical marriage is the only legitimate context for sexual 
intimacy and procreation. When God brought the woman to the man in the beginning, the two became one 
flesh, which entails, among other things, a sexual relationship. In 1 Corinthians 6:16, the apostle Paul rebukes 
the Corinthians for having relations with prostitutes because it makes them “one flesh” with the prostitute. 
That one-flesh union is designed to be exclusive to marriage. Thus, any sexual relationship outside of the 
context of marriage (whether pre-marital fornication or extra-marital adultery) is a violation of Scripture and 
represents a defilement of the marriage union (Heb. 13:4).  
 
According to Scripture, marriage between a man and a woman in this age is designed by God as a reflection of 
the union between Jesus Christ and his redeemed people, the church, in the age to come (Ephesians 5:22-33). 
Therefore, to honor biblical marriage in belief and practice is to honor the gospel of Jesus Christ. Furthermore, 
to tamper with the definition and design of marriage results in tampering with the proclamation of the gospel 
of Jesus Christ. Marriage matters much because the gospel of Jesus Christ matters most. For this reason, 
above all others, we stand firm in our conviction that God’s definition and design for marriage, as revealed in 
Scripture, must be understood, believed, and honored. 
 
Finally, we joyfully and wholeheartedly affirm that personal failings with respect to marriage and sexuality, as 
with all other sins, can be fully forgiven for all who repent of their sins and believe the gospel of Jesus Christ, 
by the grace of God. Furthermore, on the condition of repentance from sin and faith in Christ, a person with 
past failings in the area of marital faithfulness can be admitted into or retained in the full privileges of church 
membership. 



 

HPFBC Position on Homosexuality 
 
At Highland Park First Baptist Church, we believe that the Scriptures speak to the issue of homosexuality with 
clarity. While cultural norms and values with respect to this subject can change radically with the passage of 
time, the church of the Lord Jesus Christ is under the authority of Christ according to Scripture. Thus, the 
church must remain steadfast and unwavering in the commitment to remain faithful to Scripture on this issue. 
Because we hold Scripture to be authoritative in all matters of faith and practice, we appeal to our 
understanding of Scripture as the basis for the following position on homosexuality. 
 
We distinguish between homosexual attraction and homosexual conduct. Homosexual attraction is something 
that many people experience without choosing it. Homosexual attraction is a temptation to sin and should be 
resisted, as with any other temptation to sin (1 Cor. 10:13; 2 Pet. 2:9). On the other hand, homosexual 
conduct is the choice to engage in behavior that satisfies the desires of homosexual attraction. In both the Old 
and New Testaments, homosexual conduct is consistently referred to as sin (Lev. 18:16, 20:13; Rom. 1:18-32; 1 
Cor. 6:9-11). There are no exceptions to this anywhere in Scripture. Therefore, the experience of homosexual 
attraction is not sin, but the conscious choice to engage in homosexual conduct is sin. 
 
Homosexual conduct, however, is not in a sin-category all by itself. Rather, we understand the sin of 
homosexual conduct and respond to it in the same way that we understand and respond to all sin (1 Cor. 6:9-
11). Because Christ died for sinners and rose again from the dead, all sin (including homosexual conduct) can 
be forgiven, and all sinners who put their faith in Jesus Christ and repent of their sin can be saved (Eph. 2:8-9). 
 
A person experiencing feelings of homosexual attraction who expresses personal faith in Jesus Christ, 
repenting of sin, may be admitted into the membership of Highland Park in accordance with the procedures 
outlined in the church’s bylaws and policies. This involves all of the privileges and responsibilities of 
membership, including service, leadership, and accountability. If any person engaged in homosexual conduct 
wishes to become a member of Highland Park, he or she must repent of that sin and, through faith in Jesus 
Christ, commit to live in abstinence from homosexual conduct by the grace of God. Thus, as it relates to 
church membership, the position of Highland Park toward homosexuality is the same as with all other issues 
of sin. 
 
Neither the church, nor its pastors, nor its facilities, may be party to any ceremony or event that celebrates, 
commemorates, or otherwise approves of homosexual conduct. No person actively engaged in homosexual 
conduct or any other lifestyle identified by Scripture as sin may lead the church in ministry in any capacity. 
Furthermore, because of our convictions concerning the nature of biblical marriage and the sinfulness of 
homosexual conduct, the church does not recognize the union of two persons of the same gender as a 
legitimate marriage. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Highland Park Position on Gender Identity 
 
Biblical Support of Position 
The gender of a human person is divinely appointed and is an integral part of God’s wise design and purpose 
for mankind. God created mankind in His image as biologically male and female (Gen 1:26-28). The biologically 
distinct sexes identified in Genesis 1:27 – “male and female” – correspond to the gender identities of Genesis 
2:18-24 – “man and woman.” Therefore, it is the position of Highland Park FBC that gender is fundamentally 
determined by biological sex*, including both physical anatomy and genetic makeup. Furthermore, gender 
specificity is integral to the fulfillment of God’s good purposes for mankind as we live for his glory. Only 
females can pursue God’s specific purpose for women in the church (1 Tim. 2:9-15; 1 Tim. 3:11). Only females 
can pursue God’s specific purpose for wives and mothers (Ex 20:12; Prov. 1:8; Eph. 5:22-24; Eph. 6:2; 1 Thess. 
2:7). Only males can pursue God’s specific purpose for men in the church (1 Tim. 2:8; 3:1-2, 12).  Only males 
can pursue God’s specific purpose for husbands and fathers (Ex 20:12; Prov. 1:8; Eph. 6:4). Only the union of 
one male and one female can fulfill God’s specific purpose for marriage (Gen 2:18-24; Matt 19:1-6). Only the 
gender-specific identification of husband (male) and wife (female) can faithfully portray the mystery of the 
gospel of Jesus Christ (Eph. 5:22-32). 
 
Concerning Biological Intersex* (or DSD*) Conditions 
We recognize that there are some rare cases in which the biological determination of gender is complicated 
due to biological intersex (or DSD) conditions. This fact does not, however, mean that the traditional and 
biblical categories of male and female are inadequate. Rather, genetic and anatomical disorders of every kind 
are the result of the fallen and cursed condition of the world. As faithful and compassionate Christians we 
must continue to affirm the goodness of God’s original design of creating human persons as male or female 
while seeking to apply the hope of the gospel of Jesus Christ to the lives of those who are affected by these 
conditions. 
 
Highland Park will always be committed to providing the full support, counsel, fellowship and care of the body 
of Christ to a member of our congregation who faces the difficult decisions associated with various biological 
intersex (DSD) conditions. In such cases, all pastoral counsel and loving Christian care will be available to assist 
intersex individuals or the parents of intersex children as they seek to live fulfilling, God-glorifying lives that 
display the hope of the gospel of Christ in the midst of life in a fallen and cursed world. 
 
Concerning Transgender*, Transsexual*, and Transvestite* Persons 
Because Scripture teaches that gender is determined by biological sex, which is an integral part of God’s 
design, any attempt to identify or present oneself as belonging to the gender opposite of one’s biological sex 
is an act of rebellion against God and rejection of his good and wise design. We, therefore, consider 
transgender self-identification and transsexual physical alterations as sin. Furthermore, transvestite self-
presentation is also sin. Transgender, transsexual, and transvestite persons are welcome to attend the 
worship services of Highland Park, but they will be expected to abide by the policies of Highland Park in all 
gender-specific matters, including the use of restrooms. 
 
At Highland Park, we believe with the strongest possible conviction that transgender, transsexual, or 
transvestite persons can still find full forgiveness, mercy, grace, and acceptance in the sight of God and his 
people at Highland Park. The only way to receive these blessings is through personal faith in Jesus Christ and 
repentance from sin, including the sin of rejecting one’s God-given gender as determined by biological sex, 
according to the message of the gospel of Jesus Christ. 
 
 



 
Gender-specific Distinctions at Highland Park 
In keeping with this position concerning the divinely appointed status of gender, Highland Park will not 
function as a gender-neutral or gender-ambiguous institution. Gender-specific distinctions will be recognized 
and embraced. In some cases, gender-specific distinctions will serve as criteria for areas of service, for both 
volunteers and staff. Certain activities among groups of all ages may call for gender distinctions to be made for 
any number of purposes. Furthermore, the restrooms in Highland Park’s facilities will always be gender-
specific and marked as such, except in the case of bathrooms in classrooms, which are designed to be used by 
only one person at a time. These and any other gender-specific distinctions deemed appropriate or necessary 
by church leadership are rooted in our conviction that Scripture teaches that gender is a fundamental part of 
God’s wise design in the creation of mankind in his image. 
 
Gender Identity Terms 
 
The following terms are relevant for understanding Highland Park’s position statement concerning gender 
identity. 
 
Biological Sex – The factors of a person’s genetic makeup and physical anatomy which determine whether the 
individual is male or female. 
 
DSD – Disorders of Sex Development – This refers to various medical conditions in which a person’s anatomy 
and/or genetic makeup is atypical with respect to biological sex. This term is synonymous with intersex (see 
below) 
 
Intersex – This refers to various medical conditions in which a person’s anatomy and/or genetic makeup is 
atypical with respect to biological sex. Synonymous with DSD (see above). 
 
Transgender – A transgender person is someone who chooses to identify himself or herself as belonging to 
the gender that is opposite of his/her biological sex. That is, someone who is clearly biologically male who 
chooses to identify himself as a woman is a transgender person. 
 
Transsexual – A transsexual person is a transgender person who takes medical steps to alter his or her 
physical appearance (through hormone therapy and/or surgery).  
 
Transvestite – A transvestite is a person who intentionally dresses as though he or she belongs to the gender 
opposite of his or her biological sex. A transvestite may be transgender or transsexual. However, some 
transvestites still consider themselves as belonging to the gender of their biological sex but simply prefer to 
dress as members of the opposite sex. 
 
 


