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Dear Highland Park FBC Family, 
 
In our last communication with you regarding the coronavirus situation, our plan was to move forward with 
Sunday services and other in-person ministry gatherings. However, the situation has progressed since that 
time, and the pastors have prayerfully continued to monitor it, as we promised we would. After much prayer, 
observation, and counsel, it is with heavy and broken hearts that we have decided to suspend all in-person 
gatherings at the campus of Highland Park FBC. This suspension of our gatherings is effective through 
Thursday, March 19. On that day, the pastors will meet to make a decision concerning the following week. We 
will continue to proceed in this manner until we are able to restore the regular gathering of God’s people at 
our facilities, something we hope will happen soon. We realize that not everyone will agree with this decision, 
and we understand that completely. In the interests of transparency, we want to share with you the factors 
that shaped our thinking: 
 

• A firm commitment to the 2nd greatest commandment as stated by Jesus in Matthew 22:39, “Love your 
neighbor as yourself.” Of course, obeying the second greatest commandment is one of the ways the 
demonstrate to each other that we are obeying the first greatest commandment: “Love the Lord your God” 
(Matthew 22:37). 

• A deep love and sincere concern for the large number of senior adults that are a vibrant and active part of 
our body at Highland Park. Healthcare professionals have consistently warned that seniors are at a high risk of 
contracting the COVID-19 disease and suffering detrimental health consequences, including death, as a result.  

• The incubation period of this virus is such that a person can carry and spread the disease for as long as two 
weeks without symptoms, meaning that the strategy of staying home if you feel sick is not an effective means 
of combatting or preventing the spread. 

• Romans 13 calls upon believers everywhere to submit to the governing authorities as instruments of God 
ordained by him for our good. In this case, we recognize that governing authorities have resources for 
evaluating, understanding, and combatting a pandemic like this that we, as church leaders, simply do not 
have. It is, therefore, prudent for us to heed the pleas of our state government and national/global 
organizations such as the WHO and the CDC. 

• The implications of this this moment for our witness to a lost world. Jesus said, “By this will all men know that 
you are my disciples, if you have love for one another” (John 13:35). With the eyes of the world on the church, 
watching how we respond to a situation like this one, let them take note that we have suspended our gathering 
because we love one another and desire to make personal sacrifices for the wellbeing of our brothers and 
sisters in the Lord Jesus.  
 

Even though we are not gathering in person, we are still going to facilitate ways for the church to continue 
to conduct ministry as we are formed by the word, engaging in worship, and pursuing the mission of God. 
What follows are some steps we are taking to keep ministering to you and encourage you to minister to one 
another. 
 

• Sunday morning worship livestream. We are so blessed to have recently upgraded our livestream capabilities. 
This Sunday morning at 10:45am, you can tune in to a time of praise and worship led by Pastor Jay and just a 
couple of singers followed by the preaching of God’s word by Pastor Kyle. You can watch our livestream on any 
internet-connected device. It is available live from the following sites: 

http://hpfbc.com/
http://www.facebook.com/highlandpark1baptist
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o Youtube –Go to YouTube or open your app and search for Highland Park First Baptist Church and hit 
the subscribe button- You can then open the app on any mobile or streaming device such as Roku, 
Amazon Fire TV, and Apple TV and watch livestream directly on your large television screen without a 
computer. 

o Facebook - facebook.com/highlandpark1baptist 
o Church Website - hpfbc.com/live 

• Continued Study of 1 John with Pastor Ed. On Sunday nights, Pastor Ed has been studying the book of 1 John 
with our adult Get A Grip study group. This series will continue and links to it will be published to you as soon 
as it is available.  

• Staff work hours. Our church staff will continue working and serving in all our regular capacities during this 
time. The church office will remain open, and the pastors will be available for conversation, counsel, etc. Please 
contact us at the church office if you need anything.  

 
Our circumstances have changed dramatically in the past few days, but God has not changed. Nor has our 
standing as the people of God bought with the blood of the Lord Jesus Christ, made members of the body 
of Christ by the Holy Spirit. Let us conclude this letter by sharing with you what you can be doing during 
this time to maintain a faithful walk with the Lord and continue serving Christ and his church: 
 

• Maintain a disposition of peace and deep trust in God, no matter how circumstances change. Consider 
meditating on Isaiah 26:3-4 – “You keep him in perfect peace whose mind is stayed on you, because he 
trusts in you. Trust in the LORD forever, for the LORD GOD is an everlasting rock.” 

• Tune in to our livestream for worship. Sing along as a family in worship. Listen to the word. Comment to 
show your solidarity and unity with others who are worshiping with you at the same time in a different 
physical location. 

• Listen to Pastor Ed’s series on 1 John at some point during the week for added spiritual growth and 
encouragement in the word. 

• Pray for one another. We are all prone to anxiety, cabin fever, fear, frustration, short-tempered outbursts, 
illness, pain, financial loss, etc. as a result of this crisis. Pray for one another to be sustained by the merciful 
provision and peace of God. 

• Witness. Invite friends, neighbors, and loved ones to join our livestream. Share with others why your heart 
is at peace in a tumultuous situation as a way of opening the door to share the gospel with them. 

• Give. Even though no offering plates will be passed physically, the financial needs of the church’s ongoing 
ministries, the maintenance of physical properties, and the payment of the church staff will continue. 
Please remain faithful in your giving of tithes and offerings by utilizing our online giving option on the 
church website: hpfbc.com/give. 

 
In the days ahead, we will greatly miss worshiping with you and fellowshipping with you in person. But we 
delight in the ways God has provided for this ministry to continue. Let us press on in the faith together, 
Highland Park! We are praying for you even as we trust you are praying for us. 
 
In the Sincere Love of Christ, 
 
The Pastors - Kyle Claunch, Matthan McQueen, Jay Wollmann, Ed Wasson 
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