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Dear Highland Park First Baptist Church Family, 
 
We want to update you on what’s happening at Highland Park in light of the coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak 
in our area. This morning, March 11, Governor Beshear held a press conference in which he encouraged 
churches to consider cancelling weekend services. Even prior to this event, the pastors had begun planning to 
respond to the evolving events related to this outbreak.  
 
We have decided not to cancel any worship or discipleship meetings at this time. However, we are going to 
take some precautionary measures to help reduce the risk of the spread of infection. We consider this 
response as falling under the category of “love your neighbor as yourself,” as instructed by Christ in Mark 
12:31. Here are some of the things that will change: 
 

• Effective immediately, we will not have our Wednesday night fellowship dinners. When these will resume will 
be determined at a later date.  

• Beginning Sunday, we will forego our greeting time in our services. We do not want to stifle the warm feeling of 
fellowship that we enjoy at Highland Park and we encourage you to still greet and welcome each other and 
visitors to our church. Please consider ways of doing this that do not involve physical touch in the days ahead. 
Also, please do not be offended if someone declines to shake a hand or give a hug.  

• In addition to the cancellation of Wednesday night fellowship dinners, any church-led discipleship or service 
that involves food or drinks will without food and drinks. Men’s ministry will still happen this Saturday, for 
example, but we will not be serving breakfast or coffee.  

• We will make printed bulletins available at our welcome centers, but encourage everyone to utilize the digital 
bulletin that is emailed out prior to the Sunday morning service if possible.  

 
In addition to the changes listed, you may notice some changes in the way we do some things during our 
services.  Please be assured that the pastors are prayerfully watching the progress of this situation. We will be 
considering ways that we can modify our ministries that do not interfere with Gospel spread and the spiritual 
growth of our members. However, if we determine it is in the best interest of our Highland Park family to 
close, we will inform everyone to the best of our abilities through our website, emails and social media. 
 
During this time, here’s how we are committed to keeping our campus clean:  
 

• We will sanitize highly touched surfaces before and after every service such as doors, handles, tables, water 
fountains, check-in stations, and sinks. 

• Our staff and volunteer teams will wash their hands frequently and stay home if they are sick.  
• We will try to provide hand sanitizer in multiple places throughout the building. Hand sanitizer has become a 

somewhat rare commodity as of late and we are working on procuring enough to do so now.  
 
During this time, we are asking you to help stop the spread of the virus in the following ways: 
 

• Stay at home when you and/or family members are sick. You can always take advantage of our live stream 
online on Sunday mornings at 10:45.   

http://hpfbc.com/
http://www.facebook.com/highlandpark1baptist


 

Formed by the Word…  Engaging in Worship…  Pursuing the Mission… 

7321 Billtown Road | Louisville, KY 40299 

Phone: 502-231-3917 | Fax: 502-276-3852 

www.hpfbc.com | www.facebook.com/highlandpark1baptist | @HPFBC 

• Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds, especially after going to the bathroom, 
before eating, and after blowing your nose, coughing, or sneezing. 

• Cover your sneeze or cough with a tissue or your arm. 
• Get in the habit of NOT touching your face so often. 
• Forgo shaking hands at church for a wave or a friendly smile. 
• If passing the offering plate makes you nervous, please take advantage of our online giving service at 

hpfbc.com/give. 

• If you or someone you know tests positive for COVID-19, please let us know so we can find a way to help, pray 
for everyone involved, and take any necessary precautions here at Highland Park. 

 
Highland Park Online: 

 
If you and/or  family members are sick or need to stay home during this time, you are welcome to watch 
Sunday service online. We have made huge improvements to this ministry in the last couple of months. You 
now have the ability to stream our weekly service on Facebook Live, YouTube, or directly through our website. 
We will be sending out an email today or tomorrow with more information on this.  
 
Three ways you can help: 

 
1. Pray – Pray for those impacted by the virus, as well as their families and loved ones. 
2. Give – Our gospel ministry can only continue through the faithful giving of God’s people. We encourage you to 

continue to be faithful to God in your giving so that these ministries can continue should this problem continue 
to grow.  

3. Serve – As we encourage all church members to err on the side of caution when they exhibit symptoms, there 
may be times when we are short on volunteers in children’s and other ministries. Prayerfully consider serving 
in these and other ways in which you don’t already serve. If you would like to serve in this way, you can 
contact: 

 
o Greta McQueen- Children’s ministry 
o Matt McQueen- Youth Ministry, Greeters, and Ushers 
o Ed Wasson- Adult Discipleship 
o Jay Wollmann- Worship and Media ministries 

  
While we cannot control the virus, the spread, or the impact it has in our church, we’re doing everything we 
can to make this campus as safe and clean as possible. We appreciate your cooperation and commitment to 
help us do just that. We must also remember that God has not called us to live in fear but in faith. The apostle, 
Paul wrote in 2 Timothy 1:7, “For the Spirit of God does not make us timid, but gives us power, love, and self-
discipline.” Our prayer is that God will fill all of us with these three gifts, no matter what comes our way. 
 
In Christ, 
 
The Pastors of Highland Park First Baptist Church 
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