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March 19, 2020 

 

Dear Church Family, 

 

As promised, the HP pastors met today to re-evaluate our response plans with respect to the 

COVID-19 situation that has so quickly and unexpectedly impacted all of our lives. We are sure 

it comes as no surprise that we are extending the suspension of all in-person activities on the 

campus at HP another week. For now, we are still committed to extending the suspension on a 

week by week basis so that we are in the best position to resume activities as soon as doing so is 

safe and prudent. However, the general expectation is that this will be the new normal for several 

weeks into the future, and no one really knows how long we may be in this position. The pastors 

will meet again one week from today to continue assessing and re-evaluating our response. 

 

Of course, it is our plan to continue to provide the Sunday morning worship livestream at 

10:45am, which you may still access via Youtube (search Highland Park First Baptist 

Church Live Stream), Facebook (@highlandpark1baptist), and the church website 

(hpfbc.com/live). Based on the data available to us, we believe that over 400 people viewed at 

least some portion of the live stream from last week. 

 

There are a few new things we are trying to implement to facilitate community and the ability 

to “provoke love and good works” even though our physical assemblies cannot happen (Hebrews 

10:24 -25): 

 

• Zoom meetings for Adult Sunday School Classes – Some of our adult Sunday School 

classes are going to try to meet virtually through the online meeting space called Zoom. 

Look for more details from your Sunday School teacher regarding this opportunity. 

• Wednesday night prayer meeting and Bible study online – Pastor Kyle will review the 

prayer list and teach the Wednesday night Bible study beginning next week (3/25). This 

will be accessible through all the same venues as our Sunday morning live stream. This 

pre-recorded stream will go “live” at 6:30pm. 

• Pastor Ed’s 1 John Series – Beginning this Sunday, Pastor Ed’s series through the book 

of 1 John will also be streamed “live” (pre-recorded) through the same venues at 5:00pm. 

• Pastor Matt has been in contact with students and their parents via text messaging 

and email concerning ways to continue studying the word of God together and keep up 

their “attendance” challenge. 

• Greta and other children’s ministry workers have been working to keep families 

informed of online children’s ministry events and also how to keep their children up to 

speed on the word of God as it is taught in children’s Sunday School classes. 

 

Many of you have asked about future events on the HP calendar, such as mission trips, youth 

camp, Easter Extravaganza, Easter services, and softball to name a few. In the cases of all such 

events, we are trying to monitor the developing situation closely and make decisions about those 
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events as near to the event as possible in light of the need to plan and prepare. We simply do not 

know what the situation will be at the times those events are scheduled. As deadlines draw near, 

and as decisions are made, we will continue to keep you clearly informed.  

 

As this letter draws to a close, I want to encourage you once again to prayerfully continue your 

habits and commitments with respect to giving to the Lord’s work through his church. 

Though we are not gathering physically for worship, there are ways to continue to give in 

support of the church’s ministries: 

 

• You can give online at hpfbc.com/give. This venue allows you to give a one-time gift or 

to set up recurring gifts. 

• You can mail in your gift to the church office. We are currently working on a plan to 

have such gifts counted by a team of tellers. 

 

Many of you have had your lives disrupted in profound ways in recent days. Some are out of 

work and wondering about financial security. Others wonder how long your working income will 

continue in uncertain days. Others are concerned about the severity and spread of the virus itself 

and wonder if you or people you dearly love might become very sick or even die as a result. 

There is much to cause anxiety. But let us remember that there is also much to cause peace in our 

hearts. All thing are under the control and wisdom of our good heavenly Father. He is the same 

one who gave us His only Son. So, as Paul asks, “How will he not also freely give us all things?” 

(Rom 8:32). Let us remember that our God will supply all of our needs according to his riches in 

glory in Christ Jesus (Phil 4:19). Find peace in your heart by trusting in the Lord Jesus and 

becoming a person of increased gratitude and prayer before the face of God (Phil 4:6-7). 

 

In Sincere Love and Prayer, 

 

The Pastors of HPFBC 

 

Kyle Claunch  Matthan McQueen  Jay Wollman  Ed Wasson 
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