
 

Formed by the Word…  Engaging in Worship…  Pursuing the Mission… 

7321 Billtown Road | Louisville, KY 40299 
Phone: 502-231-3917 | Fax: 502-276-3852 

www.hpfbc.com | www.facebook.com/highlandpark1baptist | @HPFBC 

April 2, 2020 
Dear Church Family, 
 
I hope and pray that each of you is finding joy in the Lord even as the strains and pressures of the current 
crisis are pressing in on you more and more each day. Sadly, the ongoing need for social distancing to slow 
the spread of the Coronavirus has both federal and state governments continuing to call for all gatherings 
of more than ten people to be suspended. All indications are that this will continue to be the case for at 
least a few more weeks. We will keep you posted weekly with our plans and adjustments as a church. This 
week, we will once again be hosting our “gatherings” for worship and the study of God’s word online along 
with other opportunities to grow in grace during this time: 
 

 Multiple adult Sunday School classes will meet again this Sunday at 9:30am via Zoom software. See 
Pastor Ed’s email for details.  

 The Sunday morning worship service will be streamed live at 10:45am this Sunday on Facebook, 
YouTube, and the church website (hpfbc.com/live).  

 Sunday evening at 5:00pm, Pastor Ed’s teaching from the book of 1 John will be broadcast on the 
same venues.  

 Wednesday evening at 6:30pm, Pastor Kyle’s prayer meeting Bible study will be broadcast on the 
same three venues.  

 Children’s Wednesday night classes are encouraged to join in livestream lessons. Greta McQueen 
and Jon Auten are sharing that information with children in those classes.  

 Parents are receiving information regarding their children’s Sunday School lessons so parents can 
continue the work of teaching children at home. 

 Children’s AWANA leaders are scheduling video conferences and message chats with clubbers to 
share their Scripture memory and talk about their week. 

 Pastor Matt is sending out weekly emails to students with instructions on how they can stay 
engaged in the word, encouraged, and accountable to each other.  

We also want to inform you of some other decisions we’ve finalized this week and keep you posted on 
things we are closely monitoring: 
 

 The Easter Extravaganza scheduled for Saturday, April 11 is officially cancelled.  
 The upcoming children’s and youth basketball camps scheduled for April 17-18 are officially 

cancelled. 
 The Brazil mission trip is officially cancelled. Rick Thompson, IMB missionary to Brazil, shared with 

us that Brazil is about one month behind the US in terms of the COVID crisis, meaning that our trip 
to Brazil will not be possible this summer. Rescheduling possibilities will be considered only after 
this crisis has passed. 
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 Youth camp is still on the schedule tentatively. Pastor Matt is continuing to monitor the situation 
and remain in touch with the camp leaders. More information will be forthcoming when it is 
available.  

 No decisions have been made regarding the New York mission trip at this time. Pastor Ed is 
monitoring things closely and will be in contact with Chris Turpin, our NAMB missionary partner, to 
make a final decision in the near future. 

 Other HP ministries and events for later in the year are all still scheduled tentatively. But by now, 
we all know the uncertain nature of this situation and expect that decisions will be made when the 
have to be. We are all hoping for a lifting of the guidelines as soon as possible. 

Before signing off, I want to encourage each of you with the words of James 1:2-5: 
 

Consider it a great joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you experience various trials, because 
you know that the testing of your faith produces endurance. And let endurance have its full effect, 
so that you may be mature and complete, lacking nothing. Now if any of you lacks wisdom, he 
should ask God—who gives to all generously and ungrudgingly—and it will be given to him. 
 

It seems absurd to rejoice in the midst of difficulties. And it would be absurd if not for the unique hope that 
belongs to those who know the Lord through faith in Jesus Christ. We have the promise that there really is 
a reason for our difficulties, a purpose for our pain. We know that, if nothing else, the Lord is increasing the 
strength of our faith by means of endurance training and that there is a finish line to all this: we will be 
mature and complete, lacking nothing. In other words, God is making us more and more like Jesus, even as 
we endure hardships. And that is reason to have joy! You don’t have be joyful about the Coronavirus. But 
you can have joy in the midst of it because God has assured you he’s doing something good through it. And 
of course, hard situations demand an extra measure of wisdom, especially as we find ourselves forced to 
make unprecedented decisions. But isn’t it wonderful to know the Lord grants wisdom to those of us (like 
me) who lack it? I am deeply thankful to know God through faith in Jesus Christ during this time! Can I get 
an amen? 
 
I miss you all and hope to see you again face to face very soon! 
 
Blessings in Christ, 
 
Pastor Kyle 


