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May 14, 2020 

Dear Church Family, 
 
What a wild ride this has been! I hope and pray that the Lord has used this season to sanctify each 
member of the body of Christ to be conformed to his image through these various trials.  
 
As many of you know, it is our plan to re-open Highland Park’s facilities for in-person gatherings for 
Sunday morning worship beginning on May 24. Our campus will host two identical services, one at 9am 
and another at 11am. Included with this letter is the “Highland Park Plan for Re-opening.” We have 
carefully considered all requirements and guidelines pertaining to general places of business and houses 
of worship as detailed on the state government’s “Healthy at Work” website. The re-opening plan that is 
outlined here is in compliance with all state requirements. The plan also reflects careful thought 
regarding matters about which the state has not issued requirements but has offered suggested 
guidance instead.  
 
In addition to in-person worship gatherings, our current online live stream will continue to be 
transmitted exactly as it has been for the past two months. In fact, even after all pandemic constraints 
are removed and Highland Park’s ministries are operating at full strength, the Sunday morning live 
stream will continue as a blessing to our homebound members, people too sick to attend worship, 
travelers, and as an outreach tool.  
 
As much as we all long to gather together for worship again, unhindered by fear of spreading the virus 
or violating government regulations, we must all recognize that we are not yet past the constraints 
brought about by the current global pandemic. After reading through the “Highland Park Plan for Re-
opening,” each person and/or family will have an important decision to make: do I attend worship in-
person, or is it best to stay home and continue to worship through the online live stream?  
 
If you have any apprehension about gathering with a crowd, even with social distance and sanitation 
practices in place, please know that your pastors, other church leaders, and fellow church members do 
not wish to put any pressure on you to attend in person. We have been gathering together “in spirit” 
now for over two months, and for some in our community of faith, that method of virtual gathering 
through online streaming may continue to be the best option. Should you choose to stay home, no one 
will be suspicious of your commitment to worship or your general devotion to the Lord and his church.  
 
We want to urge all worshippers to consider the high-risk categories as outlined by the CDC. Their full 
guidelines for at-risk persons can be found here. A short summary of at-risk persons includes: 
- Those over the age of 65. 
- Those with underlying major health conditions, including but not limited to lung disease, breathing 
disorders, serious heart problems, liver disease, or immunocompromised persons. 
 
We are intentionally leaving the decision of where and how to worship up to each worshipper and 
his/her family. We are encouraging high-risk worshippers to consider worshipping from home until the 
spread of the virus has slowed even more and the risk of spread is considerably lower than at the 
present time. 

http://hpfbc.com/
http://www.facebook.com/highlandpark1baptist
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/need-extra-precautions/people-at-higher-risk.html
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On the other hand, we are eager to receive those who decide to come and worship on our campus. We 
have all felt the reality that worshipping virtually leaves something to be desired, and the yearning to 
gather physically in a common space is strong. We are very excited to have the opportunity to gather, 
even though there will be considerable constraints upon us. For those planning to gather with us, your 
understanding of the “Highland Park Plan for Re-opening” will be critical. If each worshipper is familiar 
with the protocols that are being implemented and how to cooperate with those protocols, our time 
together will be focused more on worship and less on the administrative burden of various health and 
safety requirements.  
 
After reading through the plan for re-opening, please feel free to direct your questions to me via email 
(kclaunch@hpfbc.com) or by calling the church office. If I am not available when you call, Amy will take a 
message, and I will happily call you back as soon as I am able. You may also direct your questions to any 
of the other pastors (Matt McQueen – mmcqueen@hpfbc.com; Jay Wollmann – jwollmann@hpfbc.com; 
Ed Wasson – ewasson@hpfbc.com). 
 
I miss you all. I am praying much for you. I look forward to our presence in the same place soon, 
whether on May 24 or some time beyond that. Even more than that, I look forward to the age to come 
where no hindrance to our worship and joy as a unified body of believers will even be possible. May the 
Lord direct your heart’s hope and affection to that end. 
 
Blessings in Christ, 
 
Pastor Kyle 
 
P.S. – Beginning May 24, online Sunday School will be offered at 9am for those attending the 11am 
service (or the 11am live stream). The 9am class will be taught by Ken Kotouc. For those attending the 
9am service, online Sunday School will be taught at 11am by Zach Scantland. Links will be sent out at a 
later date. 
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