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May 7, 2020 
Dear Church Family, 
 
We are planning to reopen our facilities for in-person gatherings for Sunday morning congregational worship 
beginning Sunday May 24. The governor’s office has not yet released the specific guidelines for “houses of 
worship,” but minimum guidelines for all businesses and specific guidelines for other industries have been 
released, giving us some idea of what to expect. However, until the specific guidelines have been made available, 
we are not in a position to publicize detailed plans for the first phase of reopening, especially since such plans 
would be subject to change based on the anticipated guidelines. However, we feel quite certain that the 
guidelines of social distancing will require us to have two identical services, one at 9am and the other at 11am 
on Sunday mornings during this first phase of reopening. I know this raises many logistical questions. Rest 
assured that such questions are being considered with great attention to detail, and plans are being made with 
painstaking care and diligent prayer. By the grace of God, if he so wills, we will be ready for two services on May 
24! It will not be the same as it once was for some time, but I am eager beyond words to worship in a common 
space with the community of faith that is Highland Park FBC. I know you are eager as well! One way you can help 
is by filling out this very brief survey online to help us adequately prepare for the likelihood of two services 
(https://forms.gle/bpVaG6SzYn3YQxoeA). 
 
I want to use the rest of this letter to invite you into some of the biblical reasoning that informs the planning as 
we reopen our facilities so that you can better pray for wisdom for your pastors as these decisions are being 
made. Each of the following desires is rooted firmly in the clear teaching of Scripture weighs on our hearts as we 
seek to honor the Lord moving forward as a church. 
 

• The Desire to Gather in Strength for Worship – Hebrews 10:23-25 reminds us that we are not to forsake 

the assembling of ourselves together but rather we are to hold fast the confession of our hope through 

congregational gatherings, meeting regularly to stir one another up to love and good deeds. I am thankful 

for the opportunity we have had to continue many of our discipleship ministries via online services. 

However, we’ve all felt the sense of loss that a prohibition on in-person gathering has brought about. We 

deeply desire to gather in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, with his special presence in our midst (Matt 

18:20). We long to sing together, as with one voice, the praises our God deserves. 

• The Desire to Love our Neighbor as Ourselves – Jesus said that love of neighbor is the second greatest 

commandment, second only to love of God (Matt 22:37-40). To gather for congregational worship 

without paying heed to the guidelines of healthcare experts could potentially be an act of devaluing our 

neighbor’s health and life. For this reason, we are intentionally sacrificing some of the aspects of our 

congregational worship that we would otherwise enjoy. Facemasks, social distancing, and the multiplying 

of services are no one’s first choice for vibrant and rich worship. But they are burdens of inconvenience 

we happily choose to bear in order to love others well.  
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• The Desire to Submit to Governing Authorities – Romans 13:1-7 and 1 Peter 2:13-17 instruct us to obey 

governing authorities as those put in place by God. This is not to say that worldly governments represent 

the interests of the kingdom of God. They do not. Rather, it is an acknowledgment that God is sovereign 

over world powers and that disobedience to civil authorities is only warranted when their commands 

conflict with the word of God (Acts 5:29). So, while there are times to resist governing authorities and to 

speak out against evil actions and policies they may perpetrate, the general disposition of God’s people 

toward government ought to be one of obedience. Therefore, as far as we are able to obey God while also 

complying with government orders during this unusual season, we are striving to do so. This conviction 

will present some restrictions on practices we might otherwise enjoy as worshipers.  

Will you join with me in praying that our church and other churches of the Lord Jesus Christ can find a 
pathway toward reopening that holds these clear biblical principles in the proper balance, honoring King 
Jesus to the glory of God the Father by the power of his Holy Spirit? I know many of you are already praying 
this way. Thank you! And keep up the good work! 
 
I love and miss all of you and eagerly await the moment we can worship together again! 
 
Blessings in Christ, 
 
Pastor Kyle 
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