
Hello Highland Park Family! 

 

I’m sure you are as excited as I am that the restrictions related to COVID-19 will soon be behind 

us. Governor Beshear has assured Kentuckians that all restrictions, including capacity 

limitations, masks, and distancing requirements will be behind us by June 11th. Already, we’ve 

begun to change our policies at Highland Park in keeping with the governor’s guidelines, and as 

of Sunday, June 13th, we will have no COVID-related restrictions in place. 

 

The next question on everyone’s mind is, “When will our ministry schedule be at full strength 

again in terms of weekly opportunities for service and discipleship in addition to special 

ministries that fill the calendar every year?” 

 

There are certainly things we miss that we are eager to return to. There are also things we’ve 

learned that will result in some changes to our weekly schedule. It is our hope and prayer that the 

post-covid ministries of our church will be more effective than ever before in making and 

growing disciples who are faithful worshipers of the one true God! 

 

Our progress toward post-COVID ministry scheduling is going to roll out in two phases: 

 

Phase 1 is our summer schedule. This schedule will go into effect Sunday, June 20 and will 

continue through Sunday, August 1. 

 

Let’s talk first about Sunday Morning. 

 

We plan to return to one worship service on Sunday morning at 10:30 so that our entire 

congregation has a chance to experience worship together in a visible, unified assembly. Once 

again, we who are one body in Christ will be able to worship as one body in Christ!  

 

In order to facilitate fellowship between worshippers, we plan to do something new on Sunday 

morning. We will be introducing Koinonia Kafe. The second welcome center and Fellowship 

Hall will be utilized to serve coffee, tea, and select other beverages along with seating for people 

who wish to spend a little time visiting with one another before worship. The Koinonia Kafe will 

be open from 9:45-10:20am. 

 

What about Sunday School?  

 

I should first note a schedule challenge. There will be no Sunday School classes on June 20, as 

that is Father’s Day. Also, on June 27, there will be no Sunday School classes because that 

evening is our church’s quarterly business meeting. So, our summer Sunday School schedule 

will go into effect on Sunday, July 4! 

 

All children and youth Sunday School classes, as well as most adult classes, will continue to 

meet on Sunday evening at 5:00pm. Nursery will also be provided at this time. As has been our 

custom for many months, we will meet in the worship center for a time of praise before being 

dismissed to our classes. Conversations with teachers and many participants in the Sunday 



School as well as a review of the attendance data suggests that the evening Sunday School 

schedule has worked well for most in the church. 

 

We recognize, however, that the Sunday evening schedule has not been best for everyone. For 

this reason, we will offer two adult Sunday School classes on Sunday morning at 9:00am. There 

will be a ladies’ class taught by Barbara Wooden and a mixed adult class taught by Pastor Ed 

meeting at this time on Sunday morning. These classes will dismiss by 10am so that class 

members can participate in the fellowship at Koinonia Kafe. 

 

The Summer will also be filled with special discipleship and ministry opportunities. Keep your 

eyes and ears tuned for details about such upcoming events as Youth Camp, business meeting, 

VBS, Mission Trip, and a Church picnic. 

 

Phase 2: Fall Schedule and Beyond 

 

Beginning August 8, which is promotion Sunday here at HP, we hope to add Wednesday night 

ministries to our weekly schedule. 

 

So, the schedule will be the same as the summer schedule on Sunday. 

 

On Wednesday night, we will host the following ministries: 

 

Fellowship Meals in the Koinonia Kafe @ 5:30pm. 

 

From 6:30-7:45pm, we will have several discipleship opportunities. 

NURSERY 

AWANA will meet at this time! 

YOUTH Vital Signs Discipleship Bible Study and Fellowship 

ADULT Get a Grip Discipleship and Prayer Meeting 

 

If the Lord allows us to follow this plan, then starting in August, we will be up to full speed with 

respect to our church’s weekly discipleship and ministry schedule. You’ll notice that things are 

not going to be exactly as they were before the pandemic. It is our hope that things will be even 

better. We hope and pray that a slightly simplified weekly schedule will encourage greater 

participation across the board and an opportunity to focus energy in service and discipleship in 

fresh, new ways.  

 

Of course, the church is the people who have joyfully united together for the purpose of 

discipleship, worship and mission in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ. Since the church is the 

people, the programs of the church are only as strong as the faithful commitments of the people 

who participate in and serve in those programs.  

 

Will you pray about your commitment to Highland Park’s ministries? How would the Lord have 

you prepare to serve? Perhaps the Lord is calling you to renew your commitment to children’s 

ministry or youth ministry? Perhaps the Lord is convicting you of the need to commit in a new 



way to serve. Maybe it’s time to step up your commitment to discipleship by participating in a 

Sunday School class or Wednesday Bible study for the first time?  

 

I’m looking forward to moving forward as we are able to put the pandemic restrictions behind us 

and run full speed ahead, with endurance, the race that is set before us, fixing our eyes on Jesus 

the Author and Finisher of our Faith. 

 

 

 

 


